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insects, gnats, etc Their place is called the third
place because it is neither Brahmaloka, nor the
Chandraloka
The souls retuin the way they went, to the ethei,
from ether to au Then the sacrificer having become
air becomes smoke, having become smoke he becomes
mist, having become mist, he becomes cloud, having
become cloud he rains down The Souls do not attain
identity with ether, air, etc They become only like
ether, air, etc They assume a subtle form like ether,
come under the influence or power of air and get mi-
xed or connected with smoke etc The Soul passes
thiough them quickly
4'Having become cloud he rains down Then he
is bom as rice, coin, herbs, tree, sesamum and beans.
From them the escape is beset with most difficulties
For, whoevei the person may be who eats the food
and begets offspring he henceforth becomes like unto
them" Ch Up 10 5
The soul's journey through the stages of the
ethei, air, vapour or smoke, mist, cloud and rain takes
shorter time than his passing through the stages of
corn semen, foetus, which takes a much longer time
of hard suffering
Naradeeya Purana ^ays "He who has begun to
descend will enter the mother's womb before a year
passes since starting, though wandering through dif-
ferent places "
The Souls are merely connected with nee and
plants which are already animated by other Souls
and do not enjoy their pleasures and pains They
become connected with those plants